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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth In section 102 of this title, If the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the phor art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
Invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-3 and 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being unpatentable 
over Suzuki (Japense Patent JP 10095276 A) in view of Yamamoto (Japanese Patent 
JP 11208370 A). 

Regarding claim 1 . Suzuki discloses Vehicular Warning Device that has the 
following claimed limitations: 

The information providing apparatus (see paragraph [0008]) for a vehicle, which 
comprises an aural information providing unit (14) to aurally notify various states of a 
vehicle (see [0015] through [0022]) and a control unit (8) that inputs information of the 
vehicle through at least one of a vehicle information terminal and a multiplex 
communication input/output unit (see figure 3), creates from at least warning content of 
the information, warning aural information including at least a combination of a sound 
effect and a voice (see figure 1 or 2), causes the aural information providing unit to 
operate based on the warning aural information and changes the warning aural 
information for each scene in which a user of the vehicle is placed (see figure 2). 
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However, Suzuki does not specifically disclose the claimed wherein the control 
unit changes at least one of a number of times of reproduction of the voice, and a 
reproduction sequence of the sound effect and the voice to create the warning aural 
information. Yamamoto discloses Vehicle Running Support Device that teaches a 
vehicle information system wherein warnings are given characteristics that make them 
more prominent according to the priority to get the driver's attention including changing 
the number of times the alarm is outputted (Yamamoto: Solution). Adding this feature to 
Suzuki would help prevent the driver from ignoring some warnings because there is no 
difference in the sound. Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time of the invention to modify the device disclosed by Suzuki according to 
the teachings of Yamamoto to change the warning based on priority of the situation 
detected. 

Regarding claim 2 . the control unit (8) which identifies the scene, based on the 
input of the information, from any one state of an engine state of the vehicle, a state of 
the vehicle at a time of start of traveling, a state of the vehicle during traveling, a state of 
lighting of a light of the vehicle, and a state of a getting-off operation of the user (see 8a 
to 8d). 

Regarding claim 3 . the control unit (8) which identifies the scene, based on the 
input of the information, from a combination of at least two states of an engine state of 
the vehicle, a state of the vehicle at a time of start of traveling, a state of the vehicle 
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during traveling, a state of lighting of a light of the vehicle, and a state of a getting-off 
operation of the user (see paragraphs [0015] and [0016]). 

Regarding claim 5 . the information providing apparatus for the vehicle wherein 
the control Unit has a customize mode to register various settings of the aural 
information providing unit, and includes an input unit to determine contents of the 
various settings in the customize mode and a storage unit to register the contents of the 
various settings (see paragraph [0012]). 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments with respect to claim 1 has been considered but are moot 
in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

4. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
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extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any Inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to TRAVIS R. HUNNINGS whose telephone number is 
(571 )272-31 18. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00 am - 5:00 pm M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Benjamin C. Lee can be reached on (571) 272-2963. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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/Toan N Pham/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2612 



